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FPD 21 for ‘21 
Facebook Giveaway 
THE MAY 2021 FACEBOOK GIVEAWAY WILL BE 
(1) BELLOTA TOP FINISH FILE FOR 21 WINNERS. 

FootPro™ Straight-Heart Bar Shoes
The new FootPro Straight-Heart bar shoes are fabricated 
using Kerckhaert shoes and a high grade insert. This shoe 
allows for the heartbar support without excess length behind. 
The SX-8 is used in a variety of disciplines and comes 
clipped in the front shape only. The SX-7 is the lighter shoe in 
the series and comes unclipped in the front shape only.

Hoofjack Mini 
Cradle with 
11” Post
You asked, we 
delivered.  The Hoofjack 
Mini Cradle with 
Standard length post 
is now available.  The advantage of the mini 
cradle for normal hoof sizes is, when rasping or 
nailing, the cradle is not in the way; while still 
providing excellent support for the hoof.

FootPro™ Double Sided 
Bench Grinder Disc 
This disc is excellent for cleaning up welds, 
safeing edges and finishing heels. The 
design of this double sided disc makes it 
ideal for both grinding and surface finishing 
steel and aluminum. 

Spacer for Double Sided Discs
This flanged steel spacer is 1” long, with a 5/8” hole 
that slides over the Baldor ½ and 3/4hp grinder shafts 
and fits between the disc and the motor housing.  This 
spacer replaces the current Aluminum Heel Finish Disc 
Spacer and can be used with the new FootPro Double 
Sided Discs or the FootPro Aluminum Heel Finish Disc.

Kerckhaert Pride 
1/4x3/4 Hind
This hind pattern is useful for 
reiners, rope horses and other 
working cow horses.  Packed in 
15 pair boxes in sizes 00, 0 and 
1.  Punched for 4-1/2 Race and 
Carrera Nails.

JUST A REMINDER
Diamond Loop Knives
Featuring a stainless steel double blade, 
the Diamond loop knife allows for 
cleaner, more precise, and symmetrical 
cuts.  Made with a hardwood handle, providing a 
comfortable grip for extended use. 

Follow FPD on Facebook @farrierproductdistribution to see 
what we’re offering in the current month and look for posts like 
this one to register for a chance to win the monthly free  
give-away. This giveaway is only valid in the U.S. and Canada.



FULLERING 
TECHNIQUE
Crossover or Inline? 
Roy Bloom recently talked with us about 
fullering or creasing styles in forging 
or modifying shoes. This conversation 
was precipitated by some steel handled 
tools that were damaged and returned for 
inspection. It has also been a topic in Roy’s 
clinics for many years and it is certainly debatable as to 
which of the two common fullering techniques may work 
better for you. 

We’re going to use the terms “Crossover” and 
“Inline” to describe the two most common styles Roy 
discussed. We termed Crossover to mean the fullering 
tool is positioned on the branch of the shoe that is 
furthest from the hammer hand; in effect, crossing 
over one branch of the shoe to fuller the other. Inline 
fullering would be the opposite; positioning the 
fullering tool on the branch nearest the hammer hand. 
The decision on style used will dictate what fuller you 
buy - regardless of the marking of left or right on the 
tools. Keep that in mind when you shop for a fuller - 
especially steel handled.

We asked a number of top competitors why they 
worked predominantly with one style or the other. 
It wasn’t too surprising to hear that it all depended 
on how they were taught; whether it was in shoeing 
school or in following mentors or clinicians like so 
many things we do in work and life in general. It is 
also clear, with a lot of practice and development 
of hand-eye coordination either style can work very 
well. We have attended a lot of forging competitions 
and know that many of the top competitors use a 
Crossover style rather than the Inline. They have spent 
thousands of hours working on their skills and hand-
eye coordination to reach the top levels and if they 
had any difficulty in the beginning, hard work and 
experience obviously got them past it. 

Roy talked about two key disadvantages of using the 
Crossover style for someone just starting in forging. 
The steel handled tools pictured in this article were 
all used by novice level farriers working in the 
Crossover style. This style requires an extremely 
skilled level of hammer control to be certain you are 

LEFT HANDER USED THIS IN 
CROSSOVER STYLE. NOTE 
DAMAGE TO FULLER END.

AS SEEN 
ON FPD’S 
HOOFWALL 

BLOG
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FOUR TOOLS ALL USED IN CROSSOVER STYLE. TWO TOOLS 
USED BY RIGHT HANDER, TWO BY LEFT HANDER. IF YOU LOOK 
CAREFULLY YOU CAN SEE ALL WERE STRUCK OFF CENTER.

CROSSOVER INLINE



striking the center of the tool. 
The tendency is to lean the tool 
away from you and that forces 
the hammer swing to come from 
a less balanced position, with 
the elbow further away from the 
body. Your swing has to take 
the hammer in an arc that is not 
easy to gauge when starting out. 
Not to say that you won’t learn 
to compensate as you develop 
your hand-eye coordination, 
but in the early stages, this is 
a complicating factor and the 
reason why you see the damage 
to these steel handle tools. They 
have been struck on one side of 
the tool, not in the center. And 
it is always the side of the tool 
nearest your body. The more 
serious damage is what then 
happens to the working end of 
the tool as you can see with the 
deformation of the end of the 
fullers. 

The reduced control of the 
hammer swing is probably the 
primary drawback for using the 
Crossover style in your early 
stages of forging. Second to 
that is the reduction of power 
or force that occurs when the 
struck tool is further away from 
your body and your hammer 
arm is also not centered with 
the blow. Note the position 
of both elbows in the various 
pictures of the two styles. As a 
rule, the Inline style keeping the 
elbows closer to your center will 
maximize the control and power 
behind the hammer blow.  This 
is just food for thought. If you 
are experiencing any difficulties 
keeping your struck tools in 
good shape, you may want to 
consider these ideas.

LEFT AND RIGHT HAND INLINE STYLE. LOOK CLOSELY AT THE POSITION OF THE ELBOWS IN 
RELATION TO THE BODY. 

LEFT AND RIGHT HAND CROSSOVER STYLE. LOOK CLOSELY AT THE POSITION OF THE 
ELBOWS IN RELATION TO THE BODY. 
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