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JUST A REMINDER

New Sizes in Kerckhaert Steel 
Comfort Sport and SX-10 Clipped
Sizes 000, 00, 1, 2, 3 and 4 are now available in the Kerckhaert 
Steel Comfort Sport series. The Comfort Sport design has the clips 
between the second and third nail hole.  The heel width for the new 
Comfort Sport is slightly wider than the Steel Comfort and heels are 
center punched to allow drilling for studs or tungsten pins.  Available 
in front only. The Kerckhaert SX-10 Clipped in size 4 Front and Hind is 
also now available.

FPD 21 for ‘21 
Facebook Giveaway 
THE NOVEMBER FACEBOOK GIVEAWAY IS 
A CHOICE OF THE FOOTPRO FILE OR TOOL 
ROLL. TOOLS NOT INCLUDED.

Look for posts like this one on FPD's facebook page to 
register for a chance to win the monthly free give-
away. This giveaway is only valid in the U.S. and 
Canada.

Bellota 17" Big Raptor+ 
The Bellota Big Raptor is 33% wider than regular 
rasps and 3 inches longer than the Raptor+, making 
it ideal for large hooves. The rasp side is most 
aggressive (8 teeth/row) for the fastest removal of 
hoof material and the file side has a coarse cut for the 
most efficient finish in all working conditions.

Available at FPD Dealers
FIND THE FPD DEALERS CARRYING THESE PRODUCTS AT 

FARRIERPRODUCTS.COM/LOCATIONS



12 Points of Reference: The Knee
By Dave Farley, CF APF-I and Roy Bloom, CJF APF-I

The 12 Points of Reference article previously printed in the Natural Angle Volume 12, Issue 1, combined 
with the 12 points DVD “is a winning combination.” We both use these steps on every horse we trim. 
Each of the 12 points can be linked to each other. We have all heard the statement, “Every action has a 
reaction.” This is a very important statement when compared to the bones and joints in the lower limb of 
every animal we trim. Each digit of the lower limb could be normal for that particular 
equine. Likewise, there are several abnormal conformation faults possible for each 
digit in the lower limb of any horse. The more normal the conformation the easier to 
trim and shoe, if we pay attention and keep the limb balanced for that animal. The 
more deviation or abnormal the conformation of each bone and joint in the limb, the 
more important it is to properly trim and maintain that limb for the longevity of that 
animal. 

PHOTO (RIGHT): Knees are turned out, however the foot is trying to be straight. This 
has resulted in a twist of the pastern and places the entire leg inside of center.

As you learn each of the 12 points, you will think of a particular animal you work 
on and start to wonder if you have done the best trim that you can. Proper trimming 
will improve the health of the limb as well as the health of the horse. If you improve 
the trim you will also improve the ability of that animal. If you improve the ability 
you will have a happy horse and a happy owner. Remember, every action has a 
reaction!

The first point of reference is the knee. We mentioned that the knee dictates the direction of breakover of that limb. As with 
each of the 12 points, we believe it is important to observe the horse at the walk as well as standing. Watch the limb as 
the horse walks toward you. Notice the action of the front limbs. Where is the knee in relation to the rest of the limb? Is 
the knee in the center of the limb (normal); as the horse moves, the knee breaks straight without the limb swinging in or 
out? Is it base narrow; toed out, as the knee breaks, the limb moves inward toward the center of the body, and the hoof 
swings toward the opposite leg? Is it base 
wide; toed in and as the limb breaks over it 
rotates out and the hoof wings outwards? After 
the horse is standing, we like to walk around 
the animal. Is the knee flat (normal) or is it 
angled out (base narrow) or angled in (base 
wide)? While this may seem a little confusing 
at first, a really cool thing will start to happen! 
After you watch a few horses move, and focus 
on the knee you will be able to predict the 
conformation of the rest of the limb before the 
animal gets closer to you. You will also be 
able to predict the wear on the hoof or shoe 
before you pick up a leg!

PHOTOS (RIGHT): Knees are turned out, 
feet follow knees and are turned out, leg is 
centered under knee and above foot.

Article from The Natural Angle • Volume 12, Issue 1
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